
Read. Write. Speak. Listen.  

English Language Arts 

Learning Targets  

 

 I can use details from the text to determine the central 

ideas of a piece of informational text, analyze the  

development and relationship to supporting ideas, and 

provide an objective summary of the text.  

  I can analyze how specific lines of dialogue or incidents in 

a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 

character, or provoke a decision.  

 I can determine the meaning of words or phrases in the 

context of a given text, analyze the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  

allusions to other texts. 

 I can determine which pieces of explicit and implicit textual 

evidence will support my analysis of the text. 

 I can use details from a text to determine the central ideas 

of a piece of informational text, analyze its development 

and relationship to supporting ideas, and provide an  

objective summary of the text.  

 I can delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 

claims of a text, assessing for sound reasoning with relevant 

and sufficient evidence and identifying irrelevant evidence 

if applicable 

 

 I can write arguments with clear reasons for claims and 

relevant evidence by using words, phrases, and clauses to 

create cohesion and clarify relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

 I can write an informative/explanatory text that clearly 

conveys ideas, concepts, and information about the topic 

by developing a topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other  

information and examples while establishing and  

maintaining a formal style. 

 I can compose a narrative with real or imagined  

experiences/events by using effective techniques, relevant 

descriptive details, and a clear event sequence by using 

precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language to capture the action and convey  

experiences/events. 

 

 I can engage in a range of collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners by acknowledging new information  

expressed by others, and, when needed, justifying my own 

views in light of the evidence presented. 

 I can present claims and findings, emphasizing points in a 

focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound 

valid reasoning, and well-chosen details while using  

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation. 

 I can use multimedia and visual displays in my presentation 

to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and 

add interest.  

 

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English  

grammar when writing or speaking. 

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English  

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 I can write, speak, read, and listen by using my knowledge 

of the English language.  

  I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or 

multiple-meaning words and phrases using a range of 

strategies, including the use of common affixes and bases. 

 I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language 

and word relationships by interpreting figures of speech  

(e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context 

This guide was created to: 

 

 Provide clear, consistent expectations 

for what our students should be learning 

at each grade  level  so  families and 

teachers can work together to support  

learning. 
 

 Ensure that our activities are focusing  

on the knowledge and skills deemed 

essential for learners to meet each 

year’s grade-specific standards and 

progress successfully from grade to 

grade. 
 

 Offer a focus for instruction each year 

and help ensure that our students gain 

adequate exposure to a range of texts 

and tasks 
 

 Emphasize how the skills for reading, 

writing, speaking and listening, and  

language are woven and progress 

through all of the grade levels from  

year to year so that students will be  

college and career ready upon their 

graduation from high school 
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Eighth Grade 



 

 I can determine the theme of the text using key details 

to support my thinking. 

 I can explain how a character’s response to  

challenges in a text impact the theme of a story,  

drama, or poem. 

 I can explain how a speaker’s reflection on a topic 

impacts the theme (in a poem). 

 I can compare and contrast two or more characters,  

settings, or events in a story or drama, using specific 

details from the text. 

 I can compare and contrast an author’s approach to 

theme and topic in stories with the same genre. 

 I can accurately quote from a text and justify my 

choice of quote to support my inference or  

explanation.  

 I can determine two or more main ideas of a text and  

explain how they are supported by key details,  

        summarizing the text. 

 I can use comparisons, cause and effect relationships, 

or identify key words in text as clues to determine the 

meaning of an unknown word.  

 I can use different types of informational text to locate 

an answer or solve a problem. 

 

 I can compose a written opinion using reason and 

evidence to strengthen my point of view. 

 I can use organizational structures to effectively  

compose informative/explanatory texts that  

demonstrate a specific purpose (e.g. cause/effect, 

problem/solution, sequential). 

 I can compose a narrative that engages my  

audience through effective techniques, character 

interactions, and figurative language. 

 I can compose a clear and coherent piece of writing 

with appropriate development and organization to 

suit my task, purpose, and audience. 

 I can plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach 

in my writing with the help of peers and adults. 

 I can recall what I have learned or find new  

information from sources to summarize or paraphrase 

in notes and finished work, providing a list of sources.  

 

 I can think about new ideas being discussed and then 

draw my own conclusions based on what I have 

learned. 

 I can explain how each claim made by a speaker is 

supported by evidence. 

 I can report on a text/topic or present my opinion 

sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 

facts and relevant details. 

 

 I can use words correctly when I write and speak.  

 I can capitalize, punctuate, and spell correctly when 

writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language conventions to 

expand, combine, or reduce sentences for meaning, 

interest, and style. 
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Fifth Grade 

 

 I can describe how the plot of a story or drama  

unfolds in a sequence of events and explain how the 

characters change as the story moves toward  

resolution. 

 I can compare and contrast similar themes or topics 

in various fiction genres. 

 I can determine which pieces of explicit and implicit 

textual evidence will support my analysis of the text. 

 I can identify key details from the text and explain 

how they support each of the identified main ideas, 

summarizing the text without using personal opinions 

or judgments. 

 I can explain how the text structure, supporting  

evidence in the text, or inclusion/omission of  

information helps convey the author's point of view 

or purpose. 

 I can locate and judge arguments or claims in a text 

and separate those that are supported by reasons 

and evidence from those that are not. 

 

 I can support my claims with clear reasons and  

relevant evidence, using appropriate sources that 

show I understand the topic. 

 I can write a conclusion that follows from the  

information and explanations I presented.   

 I can use different techniques such as dialogue, 

pacing, and descriptive words to help develop the 

characters and plot of my stories.  

 I can create a clear and coherent writing piece that 

is appropriately developed and organized to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

 I can plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new  

approach in my writing with the help of peers and 

adults.  

 I can use technology to produce a published piece 

of writing and interact/collaborate with others,  

typing a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.  

 

 I can engage in a range of collaborative  

discussions with diverse partners by building on oth-

ers’ ideas and expressing my own ideas clearly while 

following the rules of discussion, setting goals, meet-

ing deadlines, and carrying out my assigned role.  

 

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English 

when writing or speaking.  

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when  

writing. 

 I can write, speak, read, and listen by using my 

knowledge of the English language.  

 I can determine the meanings of words by  

using strategies I have learned and by thinking about 

what I have read. 

 I can demonstrate understanding of figurative  

language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings by interpreting figures of speech  

(e.g. personification) in context. 
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 I can explain how the contrasting points of view  

increase the complexity of the story, but may limit the 

reader's identification with (or sympathy for) a single 

protagonist.  

 I can compare and contrast fictional and historical  

accounts of the same time period to understand how an 

author of fiction uses or alters history within a story.  

 I can determine which pieces of explicit and implicit  

textual evidence will support my analysis of the text.  

 I can use details from the text to determine two or more 

central ideas of a piece of informational text, analyze 

their development, and provide an objective summary of 

the text.  

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

text, including how the major sections contribute to the 

whole and the development of ideas.  

 I can explain how the text structure, supporting evidence 

in the text, or inclusion/omission of information helps  

convey the author's point of view or purpose and  

distinguishes his/her position from that of others. 

 

 I can write arguments by introducing a claim,  

acknowledging alternate or opposing claims,  

organizing reasons and evidence logically, and providing 

a concluding statement or section to support the  

argument presented.  

 I can write an informative/explanatory text that clearly 

conveys ideas, concepts, and information about the 

topic by selecting, organizing, and analyzing relevant 

content. 

 I can compose a narrative with real or imagined  

experiences/events by using effective techniques,  

relevant descriptive details, and a clear event sequence. 

 I can create a research project based on my own 

thoughts and ideas supported by information drawn from 

several credible sources.  

 I can gather information from multiple print and digital 

sources by using search terms, assessing the credibility 

and accuracy of each source, quoting or paraphrasing  

relevant information from the sources, and correctly citing 

each source following a standard format.   

 

 I can engage in a range of collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners by building on others’ ideas and  

expressing my own ideas clearly by posing questions that 

elicit elaboration and responding to others’ questions and 

comments with relevant observations and ideas that 

keep the discussion on topic.  

 

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English  

grammar when writing or speaking.  

 I can correctly use conventions of standard English  

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

 I can write, speak, read, and listen by using my 

knowledge of the English language.  

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or 

multiple-meaning words and phrases using a range of 

strategies, including the use of context as well as com-

mon affixes and bases.  

 I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language 

and word relationships by interpreting figures of speech 

(e.g. literary, biblical, & mythological illusions) in context. 

Seventh Grade 
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